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Tel: [+92-42] 36314510

[+92-42] 99203573

Fax: [+92-42] 36314496
Email: igbaliyat@iap.gov.pk

Website: www.allamaigbal.com
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Various Quranic Verses are available in Igbal's Poetry in reference to
Mi'rage un Nabi, which were arranged in a repetitive manner. Sufr e Mi'raj
has given Igbal's thought a motivation and vision of an infinite power to
accelerate his poetic intuition. The most high lighted (brightest) chapter of
his thoughts and the distinguishing factor of identity recognition is a
revolutionary lesson of continuous endeavour. The creation of Javed Nama
is a wonderful manifestation of Igbal's impressions about Suft e Mi'raj
(Travel of Mi'raj). Igbal has also expressed his thoughts (about Mi'raj) at
various places in his lectures (Khutbat). Attempts have been made in this

article to cover such poetic sentiments and ideas of Igbal related to Mi'raj.
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"The ldea of Meraj in Islam is to face vision of reality without the slightest
displacement of your own ego"
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The word "Khudi" the Self is more so ever a synonym to "Ego" in Urdu
language. It has been brought into religious and mystic literature in the
meaning of arrogance and proud in a negative sense. Furthermore, the
connotations of this word in different arts and sciences have never been
found analogous or coincidental, whatsoever. Allama Igbal has himself used
this word "Khudi" in an positive manner. He has elucidated the significance
of this word in his khutbaat and in the forward of his Poetic work
"Asraar-e-Khudi" in a very effective way. The under review research article
is written to unfold and clarify the different justifications and coincidental
concepts of Igbal's "Khudi". In this article, an attempt has been made to
recognize the objectives and motivations of the concept of "Igbal's Khudi"
in the historic background whereby emphasizing on the circumstances,
Igbal was living. The effort endeavors on the social and political
perspectives, which obligated the poet to use this word in that particular
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He has been allowed, I am afraid, to assimilate western habits of thoughts to an
alarming extend...... our youngman who is deplorably ignorant of the life-history of
his own community has to go to the great personalities of western history for
admiration and guidance. Intellectually he is a slave to the west, and cosequently
his soul is lacking in that healthy egoism which comes form a study of one’s own
history and classics.
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Igbal took the leverage of depending both on Prose and Poetic senses for
the recognition of his thoughts and ideas. Likewise his poetry, his prose
also have a distinct and separate denomination. As a matter of fact, a
comparative analysis of Igbal's prose writing and it's properties is attributed
here in the under review article. The prose work of Igbal is a non
depreciable (tremendously appreciable) knowledge full effort. This work is
encompassed into his prefaces on his Poetic Books, articles published in
vatious scientific journals, his letters, Khutbaat as well as it included in his
permanent books. Igbal's style of expression is virtuous and very unique,
for instance, and it attracts a great deal of concerned persons having
aesthetic taste for Literature, for the efficient use of idiomatic phrases
expressed in either Urdu or English. In the under discussion article, not
only his prose work and it's typical expression is being nominated but also

his scientific work on his prose material is being pointed out.
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In modern times, however, the East is once again in a state of decay,
turmoil, and exile. The Islamic Ummah is suffering from the worst political,
economic, educational and financial crisis. After the fall of Russia, one of
the world's superpowers at the end of the last century, the United States has
taken over the management of the world. Hazrat Allama, on the basis of his
God-given insight, not only realized this situation a century ago today but
also presented the ideas of getting out of this tragedy. It has sought to draw
the attention of the West to the bitter reality that humanity cannot afford
this fierce confrontation between the East and the West. Religions lead the
caravan of humanity to the destination of triumph. The progress of the
world religions is for peace and security and not for prejudice, ignorance,

exile and decline.
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The stage of world has shifted after Western renaissance. It is the day of market
economy now. The desire to follow West is at peak in the third world countries. In
these circumstances, the rest of the world i.e. East is increasingly afflicted with lack of
self consciousness and self awareness. The slogan of "modernity" has risen from the
West in which it is stated that the world is moving towards a certain system which has
never been experienced before by mankind. What did Igbal want in these
circumstances and how did he want to lead the humankind? Focus has been made on
this particular issue in this article, particularly with reference to Igbal's poetic work,
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A general misconception prevails that Igbal has borrowed his concept of Ego
from Fichte, a renowned German Idealist. Although there are some apparent
resemblances between Igbal's and Fichte's conceptions of Ego yet, rooted in
their opposing religio-cultural contexts, they are quite different from each
other. Bound by a common concern for humanity they espouse two different
approaches to human Ego. Igbal's notion of Absolute Ego is meant for a
Personal God but Fichte takes it as an infinite order. It goes without saying that
the major sources of Igbal's Ego are the Quran and the Islamic tradition.
Igbal's main concern is the spiritual development of human Ego which usually

remains missing in Fichte's philosophy.
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"So far as the bases of Igbal's philosophy is concerned, he is more influenced by
Fichte than by Nietzsche. In Fichte's struggle of life are also to be found touches of
morality and spirituality which are not so apparent in Nietzsche. Fichte is a

monotheist of a type, whereas Nietzsche denies God."(!
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"The ego is thus a constant striving in the face of obstacles and hindrances put up by
the so called non-Fgo. The Ego goes on struggling against the heavy odds of the
non-Ego to attain to what Fichte calls freedom, and what Iqbal describes as

'hayat-i-Jawadani',i.e, life eternal. the goal, to both Fichte and Igbal, is therefore

constant striving itself."®
Futerpsenbe eloe Jrla 18538 2 (FIGI A 82
A e s e LU 2L S S etbre e 0oL ol e
Ll
"Igbal views the life of the ego as a constant strife between the self and its
environment, which is necessary in order to combat passivity, improve the the quality
of the ego, i.e to better the life of individual and, inasmuch as the individual is the

member of a group, also of the community.")
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"While Igbal insists on the Ego maintaining its individuality, according to Fichte

"There is but a single virtue to forget oneself as individual. There is but a single vice to
look to oneself"(¥
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"By ego, Fichte means pure ego that is un-derived and prior to objectification or
assuming any specific or definable thing, substance, or process. It is the first principle
of philosophy, the Science of Knowledge. It is unlimited activity- not even something,
which acts. For him, ego is an abstract idea. He does not tell us as to what the
individual ego itself is. Iqbal, on the contrary, says that the ego develops on the basis
of physical organism- the colony of sub-egos through which a profounder Ego

constantly acts on me, and thus permits me to build up a systematic unity of

experience. It is unity of mental states."(”)
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"Fichte's philosophy of absolute ego is quite different from that of Igbal's. Igbal's

absolute ego is God of religion. He does not believe in the ultimate ego apart from

God. But Fichte's absolute ego unconscious activity or pure ego, and not God."®)
K L1t AL 255 (Cople Stone) st

"The term 'God' signified for Fichte a personal self-conscious Being. But the absolute
ego is not a self-conscious being. The activity, which grounds consciousness and is a
striving towards self consciousness, cannot itself be conscious. The absolute ego,

therefore, cannot be identified with God."®)
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"To Fichte, this self-consciousness is the key to the most baffling of reconcilling the

world of nature, where necessity and mechanism reign supreme, and the world of will,

where freedom is the reality."ao)

LGS 63 S bde it LS ESAAKSse 56301
S35 36bn g PRSP Vs $PE RIS 61
L&;L/w,:,w);g&'fd);@du'g%‘éd);mw»m.ﬁ.u:f
Ufuﬁd)}g&‘jv%d)};dﬂ/j’gjijiCﬂﬁ-‘aCC/J}“?KMG‘AL)ﬂ
L P13

et eb o JE L g SRS AT C ARV

PPy el s b }:/Zu{;ﬂ,/};;)

SIS e R

OF (/1; e Sy 2w f =sla L b osf

J'ujp}"}(iﬂéig/);vgab WZJJ?@/)U}?U&LJ@C}&
/CL“}'!:,MJJJ}&&!_,%%[}m;%,t}r:},wd)}d;tﬁtu"’ugiéc}
S et Po-a b w6 T Ut oL nFe &
U SE S8 il e P FL et
) YRAFGEE AL) 5 m s as DEIE U4 606

J u?tztgu-‘am%ﬁKJ!J%L,;Jm‘gmﬁzw,cgq}u’zugié
LUl d L G G n I T 5b G ek R
;d/u:j//d/L/;u;;gu(*)'/)i.ﬂtﬁﬁ%ﬁf}%aym:Jlﬁu.’.@&r‘gd}'%i
Fichte's Ethical Thought— (5! (WoodAllen A) 5’»4.'&'-/? Ul s
Jd}?.cgr‘j‘%!‘ﬁgjg!(w).‘adfag@LM&’_/&L};J:»,{‘:."/}"?Léuﬁ
u'%uyéut-4Lw@M;wwﬂ,ﬁ{uf-z./u:iw;ﬂuéq)g&
b3 S5 e bz e bl p T e IS 2L
4uy.&uf.lgmﬂ»?uwﬁ&"/ufzéas?&fd)?'gd@wwét‘a
HBinl Serlos$OAR G L 2P L (L o
ety

s



UL SN M SN oot -G — e G
< a/l/d)fm"-g’ﬂkj Eonlle ul.ﬂ,'/‘ad G QU?L.AH&AUQ}Z: é”
Qe Qe L UL S § 2 e I el sl Pl s b
Ules -t Qe koo Sl oteee 2 nd JKelf
0P 22.-+J:g’{cg‘uld/Vﬁba;y.;/gur":’;.@uvguﬁﬁwlg/ucu?!c/,g
(")‘L+5Pﬂfde§JJ1/,!LZJIL?K(é"‘!£o:;l;"‘f%,l_%}
;f,,/”d: ;/»..g é/;!JL}'!QL!iL oSl J’j'/ él)&!:’/d)}

e 3G NSl 2 G B T

"Fichte's concept of individuality of man is very close to Igbal's concept. According

to Fichte every individual ego is to realize the purpose of the infinite ego that is moral
w(15)

order. To him, every individual performes his duty to contribute to this order.
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"The ego as a metaphysical concept easily became confused with the empirical ego;

since Fichte was German, it followed that the Germans were superior to all other
n(18)
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"The Ego, to both Fichte andIqgbal, originally posits absolutely its own being and it

posit itself as being because it is. In other words, the Ego is real and its existence is

proved by the affirmation implied in 'T am'."0)
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The under review article presented those thoughts and concepts of Igbal,
which were typically related to Women. Women, in general, is never
considered equal in a male dominated society, neither do women have the
chance to get benefited from exercising equal human rights, men have
grabbed their entire possession. Igbal has, however, differentiated the
human rights of men and women distinctly from their perspective gender
rights. He contemplates both men and women equivalent in their Human
rights however, he set both men and women apart from each other in the
standpoint of their gender rights. Igbal establishes specific emphasis only
on those peculiar gender rights of men and women which have been
explicitly scrutinized in Islam. In this article, an effort was made to observe
and understand exceptionally the distinctive thoughts and imaginative

concepts of igbal in the light of religious and contemporary Social ideas.
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Works on Allama Mohammad Igbal began in his lifetime and his
philosophy began to spread in the world. Hakim Yousuf Hassan Khan's
journal "Nairang e Khayal" Published the first Igbal number in Sep-Oct
1932 and is acknowledged as the first and most important document on
Igbal's Works. Another Igbal number "Akhtar" was published in March
1938 in Igbal's life but in Igbal literature it is still hidden under the veil of
anonymity. It has been recently discovered by Yasmeen Kauser during her
PhD research and was confirmed by Dr. Rafi-ud-Din Hashmi. This
research paper will critically review the journal "Akhtar". Hopefully this

Igbal number will be useful for researchers, critics and scholars of Igbaliat.
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Allama Igbal is an advocate of Islamic economic Philosophy. Asceticism helps to
make society healthy and transparent through positive and emendating moral values
and disallows agnosticism, accumulation of wealth, imitation, and lust. Allama Iqbal
has given a specific vastness to the meaning of Asceticism. Allama Iqbal has given a
complete explanation of his writings. He has not only presented the concept of
Asceticism and Altrulsm(‘ij )’ ) in his writings but also implemented it in his own life.
That’s why the writings of this great Philosopher incorporated truthfulness which
deeply inspired a vast number of his readers and side by side the thinkers, researchers,
intellectuals, and scholars of the world. The concept of asceticism and altruism of
Allama Igbal lies in mysticism, patience, forbearance, and humility but not as a
weakness, ineffectualness, or helplessness of any kind. The same adherence and
forbearance, surrender and acquiescence and humility are the spirits of the Islamic
school of thought and the significant characteristics of the Superman (/33 /) of
Allama Igbal.
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This series of essays consists of expository and explanatory study of Igbal's lectures.
In this series, analysis of premises and ultimate consequences of concepts in Igbal's
lectures has been presented in light of Muslim thought. First essay of the series has
already been published in the last edition of Igbaliyat magazine. In which the first
episode of expository and explanatory analysis of the first lecture were presented,
the second episode is being published in this edition of the magazine. The concepts
presented in the lectures may not be new in Muslim thought, however their style of
expression is quite appealing for the modern mind. Further explanatory annotations
can be helpful in understanding these lectures. Some areas of the lectures are
relatively difficult while some are relatively easy. Along with clarifying the difficult
areas of Igbal's lectures, an effort has been made to further simplify the easier areas
so that Igbal's position may become clear to every reader. Furthermore, a major
objective of this series of essays, is to highlight the philosophical importance of
Igbal'sthought.
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The search for rational foundations in Islam may be regarded to have begun with

the Prophet himself His constant prayer was: "God! grant me knowledge of the
ultimate nature of things!"
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The work of later mystics and non-mystic rationalists forms an exceedingly
instructive chapter in the history of our culture, inasmuch as it reveals a longing for
a coherent system of ideas, a spirit of whole-hearted devotion to truth, as well as the
limitations of the age, which rendered the various theological movements in Islam
less fruitful than they might have been in a different age.

Lelle 86t e it PL o & v 3r9L ol
gj’z,sgf(a,di@.d/al/r‘n})f/:(buftat‘ﬂ(#’u{,;u’l:ujé_’}y*g
‘at“lgnr}’”uéz’w’v‘ﬁw:u%ﬁufj@wﬁf AL S 2 6
/:J;/»(ﬁ?uﬁcg;f/:/.U}:.(u:,’U/'%lpw{fd%f%ﬁéqujLUf

D_ 25 o
e brlsfe Smotite (e LB TP L Sk

P Tt s S b e Kol st S b P
S It U Sl e B UL el - bbbl 12 L
‘;J;Gu"fu/,zé%//ﬁ/k{;ww%mu:al,bu!f+ 5'}4) d/u"-lluf‘;uﬁ

-(_K‘;«A/‘"JL/‘_}}U':gﬁJLL&?d:wuguﬁLw/}Wuf‘iJWﬁ
IUZZ.L)a)

As we all know, Greek philosophy has been a great cultural force in the history of
Islam. Yet a careful study of the Qur'an and the various schools of scholastic
theology that arose under the inspiration of Greek thought disclose the remarkable
fact that while Greek philosophy very much broadened the outlook of Muslim
thinkers, it, on the whole, obscured their vision of the Qur'an.
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Socrates concentrated his attention on the human world alone. To him the proper
study of man was man and not the world of plants, insects, and stars. How unlike
the spirit of the Qur'an, which sees in the humble bee a recipient of Divine
inspiration and constantly calls upon the reader to observe the perpetual change of
the winds, the alternation of day and night, the clouds, the starry heavens, and the
planets swimming through infinite space! As a true disciple of Socrates, Plato
despised sense-perception which, in his view, yielded mere opinion and no real
knowledge. How unlike the Qur'an, which regards "hearing™ and "sight" as the most

valuable Divine gifts and declares them to be accountable to God for their activity
in this world.
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This is what the earlier Muslim students of the Qur'an completely missed under the
spell of classical speculation. They read the Qur'an in the light of Greek thought. It
took them over two hundred years to perceive- though not quite clearly-that the
spirit of the Qur'an was essentially anti-classical, and the result of this perception
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was a kind of intellectual revolt, the full significance of which has not been realized
even up to the present day.
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It was partly owing to this revolt and partly to his personal history that Ghazali,
based religion on philosophical scepticism- a rather unsafe basis for religion and not
wholly justified by the spirit of the Qur'an. Ghazali's chief opponent, Ibn Rushd,
who defended Greek philosophy against the rebels, was led, through Aristotle, to
what is known as the doctrine of Immortality of Active Intellect, a doctrine which
once wielded enormous influence on the intellectual life of France and Italy, but
which, to my mind, is entirely opposed to the view that the Qur'an takes of the value
and destiny of the human ego.Thus Ibn Rushd lost sight of a great and fruitful idea

in Islam and unwittingly helped the growth of that enervating philosophy of life
which obscures man's vision of himself, his God, and his world.
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the unity of a self- an all-embracing concrete self- the ultimate source of all
individual life and though.
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The Qur'an in its simple, forceful manner emphasizes the individuality
and uniqueness of man, and has, | think, a definite view of his destiny as a unity of
life. It is in consequence of this view of man as a unique individuality which makes
it impossible for one individual to bear the burden of another, and entitles him only
to what is due to his own personal effort, that the Qur'an is led to reject the idea of
redemption. Three things are perfectly clear from the Qur'an:
(i) That man is the chosen of God:
Afterwards his Lord chose him [Adam] for himself and turned towards him, and
guided him. (20: 122).
(ii) That man, with all his faults, is meant to be the representative of God on earth:

When thy Lord said to the angels, "“Verily | am about to place one in my stead on
Earth", they said, "Wilt Thou place there one who will do ill therein and shed blood,

119



(MBSl g 22 5 oot - Gz P G

when we celebrate Thy praise and extol Thy holiness?" God said, "Verily | know
what you know not.” (2: 30).

And it is He Who hath made you His representatives on the Earth, and hath raised
some of you above others by various grades, that He may try you by His gifts. (6:
165)

(iii) That man is the trustee of a free personality which he accepted at his peril:
Verily we proposed to the Heavens, and to the Earth, and to the mountains to
receive the "trust", but they refused the burden and they feared to receive it. Man
undertook to bear it, but hath proved unjust, senseless! (33: 72).(39)
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The more constructive among the Ash'arite thinkers were no doubt on the right path
and anticipated some of the more modern forms of Idealism; yet, on the whole, the
object of the Ash'arite movement was simply to defend orthodox opinion with the
weapons of Greek dialectic. The Mu'tazilah, conceiving religion merely as a body of
doctrines and ignoring it as a vital fact, took no notice of non-conceptual modes of
approaching Reality and reduced religion to a mere system of logical concepts
ending in a purely negative attitude. They failed to see that in the domain of
knowledge- scientific or religious- complete independence of thought from concrete

experience is not possible.
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Ghazali's philosophical scepticism which, how-ever, went a little too far, virtually
did the same kind of work in the world of Islam in breaking the back of that proud

but shallow rationalism which moved in the same direction as pre-Kantian
rationalism in Germany
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There is, however, one important difference between Ghazali and Kant. Kant,
consistently with his principles, could not affirm the possibility of a knowledge of

God. Ghazali, finding no hope in analytic thought, moved to mystic experience, and
there found an independent content for religion.
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But the revelation of the total Infinite in mystic experience convinced him of the

finitude and inconclusiveness of thought and drove him to draw a line of cleavage

between thought and intuition. He failed to see that thought and intuition are

organically related and that thought must necessarily simulate finitude and

inconclusiveness because of its alliance with serial time.
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Nor is there any reason to suppose that thought and intuition are essentially opposed
to each other. They spring up from the same root and complement each other. The
one grasps Reality piecemeal, the other grasps it in its wholeness. The one fixes its
gaze on the eternal, the other on the temporal aspect of Reality. The one is present
enjoyment of the whole of Reality; the other aims at traversing the whole by slowly
specifying and closing up the various regions of the whole for exclusive
observation. Both are in need of each other for mutual rejuvenation. Both seek
visions of the same Reality which reveals itself to them in accordance with their
function in life. In fact, intuition, as Bergson rightly says, is only a higher kind of
intellect. %)
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In fact, intuition, as Bergson rightly says, is only a higher kind of intellect.
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in this way he succeeded in securing for religion the right to exist independently of
science and metaphysics. But the revelation of the total Infinite in mystic experience
convinced him of the finitude and inconclusiveness of thought and drove him to
draw a line of cleavage between thought and intuition. He failed to see that thought

and intuition are organically related and that thought must necessarily simulate
finitude and inconclusiveness because of its alliance with serial time.

Sl D SFen Tl i S e e pPlon s uy
:’/(U the total Infinite (it 1 JnybLnJ"lﬁcc«l:/l:;gﬂug.é’fnh,«y(
15 L VL s B U)o S L SPSE,
St pe e i Kl UL s ETE S S5 s s @{

C W).LL 248 serial time J’Lﬂ‘ul.],:f‘c & J’@@/J'{}%./g
s A Qe S FI b S SUB UGy s S UG
‘L&J/D/fKu"jl,a};gl]?id?ufl.gf,uwu;l/g'g JC’."‘LJ?/(X.(:’:/ULU':

I



(NB Uy 1l g 22 5 oot = Gz A G

oo los u(‘}wu‘”‘lfi uwu/gﬂf»(‘”).“g/uf@;wuﬂ}"’dtuﬁLm Slos

4 ':J twl S

The idea that thought is essentially finite, and for this reason unable to capture the

Infinite, is based on a mistaken notion of the movement of thought in knowledge. It

is the inadequacy of the logical understanding which finds a multiplicity of mutually

repellent individualities with no prospect of their ultimate reduction to a unity that
makes us sceptical about the conclusiveness of thought.
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In fact, the logical understanding is incapable of seeing this multiplicity as a
coherent universe. Its only method is generalization based on resemblances, but its
generalizations are only fictitious unities which do not affect the reality of concrete
things. In its deeper movement, however, thought is capable of reaching an

immanent Infinite in whose self-unfolding movement the various finite concepts are
merely moments.
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In its deeper movement, however, thought is capable of reaching an immanent

Infinite in whose self-unfolding movement the various finite concepts are merely
moments.
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In its essential nature, then, thought is not static; it is dynamic and unfolds its
internal infinitude in time like the seed which, from the very beginning, carries
within itself the organic unity of the tree as a present fact.
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Thought is, therefore, the whole in its dynamic self-expression, appearing to the
temporal vision as a series of definite specifications which cannot be understood
except by a reciprocal reference. Their meaning lies not in their self-identity, but in
the larger whole of which they are the specific aspects.
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In its essential nature, then, thought is not static; it is dynamic and unfolds its internal

infinitude in time like the seed which, from the very beginning, carries within itself
the organic unity of the tree as a present fact.
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It is, however, possible to take thought not as a principle which organizes and
integrates its material from the outside, but as a potency which is formative of the
very being of its material.
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