IQBAL REVIEW (67: 3)
(July — September 2020)
ISSN(P): 0021-0773
ISSN(E): 3006-9130

VY O (I IR AR SN ]

Igbal and the Divine Command “Kun Fayakin” : An Intellectual

and Research Study
& 4
(1) J6. d}"éﬂé
/ﬂUcﬂéiJT&/}fg
ABSTRACT

This study examines the Qur’anic concept of “Kun
Fayakun” (“Be, and it is”) and its practical, spiritual, and
civilizational significance in the thought of Allama
Muhammad Igbal. In the Qur’an, the expression signifies
the absolute sovereignty, creative power, and irresistible
will of God, through which existence comes into being
without dependence on material means or intermediary
causes. The article first surveys the principal Qur’anic
occurrences of the phrase and identifies their shared
emphasis on divine omnipotence, creation, resurrection,
and the fulfilment of God’s decree. It then analyzes Igbal’s
reinterpretation of this concept within his philosophy of
khudi, human freedom, creativity, and vicegerency.

The study argues that Igbal does not transfer the divine
attribute of creation to humanity in an absolute sense;
rather, he presents human creativity as a God-given
reflection of divine command. As Kbhalifat Allah, the human
being is entrusted with moral responsibility, freedom of
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will, purposeful action, and the capacity to reshape the self,
society, history, and civilization. Through close reading of
Igbal’s Urdu and Persian poetry and selected passages
trom The Reconstruction of Religions Thonght in Islam, the article
demonstrates that “Kun Fayakun” becomes, in Igbal’s
thought, a symbol of dynamic becoming, continuous
creation, self-realization, innovation, and transformative
action.

The findings show that Igbal considers life to be essentially
creative, progressive, and opposed to passivity, repetition,
and stagnation. The awakened ego, strengthened by faith,
love, knowledge, struggle, and moral discipline, can
convert vision into achievement and possibility into
actuality. At the collective level, a spiritually awakened
community may become an agent of historical renewal by
rejecting false authorities, affirming divine sovereignty, and
creating just cultural and social forms. The study concludes
that Iqbal’s interpretation of “Kwn Fayakun” offers a
powerful framework for individual development,
communal revival, and civilizational reconstruction in
response to the challenges of modernity today.

Keywords:

Allama Igbal, Creative Evolution, Destiny, Divine
Sovereignty, Khudi (Selthood), Kun Fayaqun, Vicegerency
(Kbilafab).
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When attracted by the forces around him, man has the power to shape
and direct them; when thwarted by them, he has the capacity to build a
much vaster world in the depths of his own inner being, wherein he
discovers sources of infinite joy and inspiration. Hard his lot and frail
his being, like a rose-leaf, yet no form of reality is so powerful, so
inspiring, and so beautiful as the spirit of man! Thus in his inmost
being man, as conceived by the Qur’an, is a creative activity, an
ascending spirit who, in his onward march, rises from one state of
being to another:

But, Nay! I swear by the sunset’s redness and by the night and its gatherings and
by the moon when at ber full, that from state to state shall ye be surely carried
omvard (84: 16-19).*
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The final act is not an intellectual act, but a vital act which deepens the
whole being of the ego, and sharpens his will with the creative
assurance that the world is not something to be merely seen or known
through concepts, but something to be made and re made by

continuous action.
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Reality is original, giving birth to what is absolutely novel and
unforeseeable. ‘Everyday doth some new work employ Him’, says the
Qutr'an. To exist in real time is not to be bound by the fetters of serial
time, but to create it from moment to moment and to be absolutely
free and original in creation. In fact, all creative activity is free activity.
Creation is opposed to repetition which is a characteristic of
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mechanical action. That is why it is impossible to explain the creative
.. U . 1
activity of life in terms of mechanism.
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It is the lot of man to share in the deeper aspirations of the universe
around him and to shape his own destiny as well as that of the
universe, now by adjusting himself to its forces, now by putting the
whole of his energy to mould its forces to his own ends and purposes.
And in this process of progressive change God becomes a co-worker

with him, provided man takes the initiative."
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