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Allama Igbal declared the scholastic arguments ineffective for
affirming existence of God and wrote in The Reconstruction of
Religious Thought in Islam that the arguments given for affirming
existence of God are effective only when it can be proved that thought
and being are ultimately one. Allama Igbal declared the unity of
thought and being as inevitable that if the unity of thought and being
cannot be proved, then the indispensability of the concept of a Being
possessing Absolute Thought for the existence of the universe cannot
be proved. According to Allama Igbal, human ego works in two ways:
efficient self and appreciative self. Efficient self is related to the
outside of our self while appreciative self is related to our inner self.
Efficient self is used to seeing the facts in their components, whereas
in appreciative self all the details exist as a unity. In other words, we
can experience the unity of thought and being in appreciative self. The
experience of unity of thought and being in appreciative self helps us
to understand the concept of Pure Duration. Various thinkers have
written on the unity of thought and being, but Muslim Sufis have
explained this concept with greater clarity. Modern scientific research
also explains this concept.
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1-  Reconstruction, p.25

2-  The true significance of the ontological and the teleological arguments will
appear only if we are able to show that the human situation is not final and that
thought and being are ultimately one. This is possible only if we carefully

examine and interpret experience, following the clue furnished by the Qur'an
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18-

19-

20-

21-

which regards experience within and without as symbolic of a reality described
by it, as 'the First and the Last, the Visible and the Invisible'. Reconstruction,
p-25
This I propose to do in the present lecture. Reconstruction, p.26
This attitude of science has, no doubt, ensured its speedy progress; but the
bifurcation of a total experience into two opposite domains of mind and matter
has today forced it, in view of its own domestic difficulties, to consider the
problems which, in the beginning of its career, it completely ignored.
Reconstruction, p.28
The operation of thought which is essentially symbolic in character veils the true
nature of life, and can picture it only as a kind of universal current flowing
through all things. The result of an intellectual view of life, therefore, is
necessarily pantheistic. Reconstruction, p.48
st EYUA e is ¢l Ko s P A8 -
IV";HLL:/nUf:,/)L?,;L(f:je:»J\ u'c;)hd;gfjtjfj.w <
K fessmadl 29 b T2 A
o felel -9
Fea Sl -1
FIl -
P felel I
Heidegger, Being and Time, p. 27
James, William, Some problems of philosophy: a beginning of an introduction to
philosophy. New York: Longmans, Green and Co., 1916, pp. 38, 40.
Aristotle, Metaphysics, "Book VII Section 1 (paragraph 1028b)".
Aristotle, Metaphysics, Chapter VII, Section 4 (paragraph 1030a).
Martin Heidegger, Being and Time, p.23
Martin Heidegger, Being and Time, Translated by John Macquarrie & Edward
Robinson, Blackwell Publishers Ltd., I 08 Cowley Road, Oxford OX4 1JF, UK,
2001, p.24
Dreyfus, H. L., Being-in-the-World: A Commentary on Heidegger's Being and
Time, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1990.
Hegel, G.W.F. 'Enzyklop?die der philosophischen Wissenschaften I, Frankfurt
am Main 2003, § 89 note, p.194
J. Childers, G. Hentzi eds., The Columbia Dictionary of Modern Literary and
Cultural Criticism (1995) p. 70

v~



Ko J}}?)/}'ﬁ—dﬁcf/ﬂbf/ﬁ ;Y"Y’fu;Z-d/}?—!:‘"‘c«Ql;"’

22-

23-

24-

25-

27-
28-

29-

30-

31-

32-

33-

34-

35-

Dreyfus, H. L., Being-in-the-World: A Commentary on Heidegger's Being and
Time (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1990).

J. Childers, G. Hentzi eds., The Columbia Dictionary of Modern Literary and
Cultural Criticism (1995) p. 70

Heidegger, Martin. "The Ontological Priority of the Question of Being." Being
and Time, Translated by John Macquarrie & Edward Robinson. London:
S.C.M,, 1962. 32

'Being is always the Being of an entity." Heidegger, Martin. "The Ontological
Priority of the Question of Being." Being and Time, Translated by John
Macquarrie & Edward Robinson. London: S.C.M., 1962. 29.

John Haugeland's article "Reading Brandom Reading Heidegger"

H. Phillipse, Heidegger's Philosophy of Being (1999) p. 44.

Jameson, Fredric (2005). Michael Hardt; Kathi Weeks (eds.). The Jameson
Reader. Blackwell Publishers. p. 75

Collins, Jeff; Selina, Howard; Appignanesi, Richard (1998). Heidegger for
Beginners. pp. 170, 110

Wolfreys, J., ed., Introducing Criticism in the 21st Century, 2nd ed., Edinburgh:
Edinburgh University Press, 2015, pp. 110-111

We possess no sense for the experience of other minds. The only ground of my
knowledge of a conscious being before me is the physical movements similar to
my own from which I infer the presence of another conscious being.
Reconstruction, p.15

There is no continuity of being between the passing thoughts. When one of these
is present, the other has totally disappeared; and how can the passing thought,
which is irrevocably lost, be known and appropriated by the present thought? I
do not mean to say that the ego is over and above the mutually penetrating
multiplicity we call experience. Inner experience is the ego at work. We
appreciate the ego itself in the act of perceiving, judging, and willing.
Reconstruction, p.82

The true infinite does not exclude the finite; it embraces the finite without
effacing its finitude, and explains and justifies its being. Reconstruction, p.23
Between the idea of a perfect being in my mind and the objective reality of that
being there is a gulf which cannot be bridged over by a transcendental act of
thought. Reconstruction, p.25

But our present situation necessitates the dualism of thought and being. Every

act of human knowledge bifurcates what might on proper inquiry turn out to be a
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37-
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41-

47-

unity into a self that knows and a confronting 'other' that is known.
Reconstruction, p.25
God's life is self-revelation, not the pursuit of an ideal to be reached. The
'not-yet' of man does mean pursuit and may mean failure; the 'not-yet' of God
means unfailing realization of the infinite creative possibilities of His being
which retains its wholeness throughout the entire process. Reconstruction, p.48
To exist in pure duration is to be a self, and to be a self is to be able to say 'T am'.
Only that truly exists which can say 'l am'. It is the degree of the intuition of
'T-amness' that determines the place of a thing in the scale of being. We too say 'l
am'. But our 'I-amness' is dependent and arises out of the distinction between the
self and the not-self. The Ultimate Self, in the words of the Qur'an, 'can afford to
dispense with all the worlds'. Reconstruction, p.45
The Sufi poet 'Iraqi has a similar way of looking at the matter. He conceives
infinite varieties of time, relative to the varying grades of being, intervening
between materiality and pure spirituality. Reconstruction, p.60
The time of immaterial beings is also serial in character, but its passage is such
that a whole year in the time of gross bodies is not more than a day in the time of
an immaterial being. Rising higher and higher in the scale of immaterial beings
we reach Divine time - time which is absolutely free from the quality of passage,
and consequently does not admit of divisibility, sequence, and change.
Reconstruction, p.60
Now to live is to possess a definite outline, a concrete individuality. It is in the
concrete individuality, manifested in the countless varieties of living forms that
the Ultimate Ego reveals the infinite wealth of His Being. Reconstruction, p.70
Intelligence, according to Ibn Rushd, is not a form of the body; it belongs to a
different order of being, and transcends individuality. It is, therefore, one,
universal, and eternal. This obviously means that, since unitary intellect
transcends individuality, its appearance as so many unities in the multiplicity of
human persons is a mere illusion. Reconstruction, p.89
Feoflis L otiloea o ol g =Y
RISl e Jsand) Joei) =P
I et 7 Ll —r
Mzl o
WWA‘vaor‘uufiﬂ,deufu‘& rske &;‘uﬁ‘d}lf‘/a’i/}’/'? -

In its deeper movement, however, thought is capable of reaching an immanent
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Infinite in whose self-unfolding movement the various finite concepts are merely
moments. In its essential nature, then, thought is not static; it is dynamic and
unfolds its internal infinitude in time like the seed which, from the very
beginning, carries within itself the organic unity of the tree as a present fact.
Thought is, therefore, the whole in its dynamic self-expression, appearing to the
temporal vision as a series of definite specifications which cannot be understood
except by a reciprocal reference. Reconstruction, p.5

Nature, then, must be understood as a living, ever-growing organism whose
growth has no final external limits. Its only limit is internal, i.e. the immanent
self which animates and sustains the whole. As the Qur'an says: 'And verily unto
thy Lord is the limit' (53:42). Thus the view that we have taken gives a fresh
spiritual meaning to physical science. The knowledge of Nature is the
knowledge of God's behaviour. In our observation of Nature we are virtually
seeking a kind of intimacy with the Absolute Ego; and this is only another form
of worship. Reconstruction, p.45

When we rise to the level of life and mind the concept of cause fails us, and we
stand in need of concepts of a different order of thought. The action of living
organisms, initiated and planned in view of an end, is totally different to causal
action. Reconstruction, p.34

According to Bergson, then, Reality is a free unpredictable, creative, vital
impetus of the nature of volition which thought spatializes and views as a
plurality of 'things'. A full criticism of this view cannot be undertaken here.
Suffice it to say that the vitalism of Bergson ends in an insurmountable dualism
of will and thought. Reconstruction, p.41

William James conceives consciousness as 'a stream of thought' - a conscious
flow of changes with a felt continuity. Reconstruction, p.81

The ego consists of the feelings of personal life, and is, as such, part of the
system of thought. Every pulse of thought, present or perishing, is an indivisible
unity which knows and recollects. The appropriation of the passing pulse by the
present pulse of thought, and that of the present by its successor, is the ego.
Reconstruction, p.82

The view that ego-activity is a succession of thoughts and ideas, ultimately
resolvable to units of sensations, is only another form of atomic materialism
which forms the basis of modern science. Such a view could not but raise a
strong presumption in favour of a mechanistic interpretation of consciousness.

Reconstruction, p.86
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But, as I pointed out in my first lecture, thought has a deeper movement also.
While it appears to break up Reality into static fragments, its real function is to
synthesize the elements of experience by employing categories suitable to the
various levels which experience presents. It is as much organic as life.
Reconstruction, p.42

In conscious experience life and thought permeate each other. They form a unity.
Thought, therefore, in its true nature, is identical with life. Reconstruction, p.42
The 'T think', which accompanies every thought is, according to Kant, a purely
formal condition of thought, and the transition from a purely formal condition of
thought to ontological substance is logically illegitimate. Even apart from Kant's
way of looking at the subject of experience, the indivisibility of a substance does
not prove its indestructibility; for the indivisible substance, as Kant himself
remarks, may gradually disappear into nothingness like an intensive quality or
cease to exist all of a sudden. Nor can this static view of substance serve any
psychological interest. Reconstruction, pp.80-81.

Indeed the evolution of life shows that, though in the beginning the mental is
dominated by the physical, the mental, as it grows in power, tends to dominate
the physical and may eventually rise to a position of complete independence. Nor
is there such a thing as a purely physical level in the sense of possessing a
materiality, elementally incapable of evolving the creative synthesis we call life
and mind, and needing a transcendental Deity to impregnate it with the sentient
and the mental. The Ultimate Ego that makes the emergent emerge is immanent
in Nature, and is described by the Qur'an, as 'the First and the Last, the Visible
and the Invisible.' Reconstruction, p.85

It is in its progressive participation in the life of the apparently alien that thought
demolishes the walls of its finitude and enjoys its potential infinitude.
Reconstruction, p.5

It is a mistake to regard thought as inconclusive, for it too, in its own way, is a
greeting of the finite with the infinite. Reconstruction, p.5

What we call things are events in the continuity of Nature which thought
spatializes and thus regards as mutually isolated for purposes of action. The
universe which seems to us to be a collection of things is not a solid stuff
occupying a void. It is not a thing but an act. The nature of thought according to
Bergson is serial; it cannot deal with movement, except by viewing it as a series
of stationary points. It is, therefore, the operation of thought, working with static

concepts, that gives the appearance of a series of immobilities to what is
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essentially dynamic in its nature. The co-existence and succession of these
immobilities is the source of what we call space and time. Reconstruction, p.41
A critical interpretation of the sequence of time as revealed in ourselves has led
us to a notion of the Ultimate Reality as pure duration in which thought, life, and
purpose interpenetrate to form an organic unity. Reconstruction, p.44

My thought of space is not spatially related to space. Indeed, the ego can think of
more than one space-order. The space of waking consciousness and dream-space
have no mutual relation. They do not interfere with or overlap each other. For
the body there can be but a single space. The ego, therefore, is not space-bound
in the sense in which the body is space-bound. Again, mental and physical
events are both in time, but the time-span of the ego is fundamentally different to
the time-span of the physical event. The duration of the physical event is
stretched out in space as a present fact; the ego's duration is concentrated within
it and linked with its present and future in a unique manner. The formation of a
physical event discloses certain present marks which show that it has passed
through a time-duration; but these marks are merely emblematic of its time
duration; not time-duration itself. True time-duration belongs to the ego alone.
Reconstruction, p.79

But our present situation necessitates the dualism of thought and being. Every
act of human knowledge bifurcates what might on proper inquiry turn out to be a
unity into a self that knows and a confronting 'other' that is known.
Reconstruction, p.25

The true significance of the ontological and the teleological arguments will
appear only if we are able to show that the human situation is not final and that
thought and being are ultimately one. This is possible only if we carefully
examine and interpret experience, following the clue furnished by the Qur'an
which regards experience within and without as symbolic of a reality described
by it, as 'the First and the Last, the Visible and the Invisible'. This I propose to do
in the present lecture. Reconstruction, pp.25-26

According to Professor Whitehead, therefore, Nature is not a static fact situated
in an a-dynamic void, but a structure of events possessing the character of a
continuous creative flow which thought cuts up into isolated immobilities out of
whose mutual relations arise the concepts of space and time. Reconstruction,
p-28

Serial time is pure duration pulverized by thought - a kind of device by which

Reality exposes its ceaseless creative activity to quantitative measurement. It is

Irq



K=o J}}?)/}'ﬁ—dﬁcf/ﬂbf/ﬁ ;Y"Y’fu;Z-d/}?—!:‘"‘c«Ql;"’

67-

68-

69-

77-

in this sense that the Qur'an says: 'And of Him is the change of the night and of
the day.' Reconstruction, pp.46-47
And this is only another way of saying that space and time are interpretations
which thought puts upon the creative activity of the Ultimate Ego. Space and
time are possibilities of the Ego, only partially realized in the shape of our
mathematical space and time. Beyond Him and apart from His creative activity,
there is neither time nor space to close Him off in reference to other egos.
Reconstruction, p.52
The operation of thought which is essentially symbolic in character veils the true
nature of life, and can picture it only as a kind of universal current flowing
through all things. The result of an intellectual view of life, therefore, is
necessarily pantheistic. Reconstruction, p.48
Philosophy is an intellectual view of things; and, as such, does not care to go
beyond a concept which can reduce all the rich variety of experience to a system.
It sees Reality from a distance as it were. Religion seeks a closer contact with
Reality. The one is theory; the other is living experience, association, intimacy.
In order to achieve this intimacy thought must rise higher than itself, and find its
fulfilment in an attitude of mind which religion describes as prayer - one of the
last words on the lips of the Prophet of Islam. Reconstruction, p.49
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This is possible only if we carefully examine and interpret experience, following
the clue furnished by the Qur'an which regards experience within and without as
symbolic of a reality described by it, as 'the First and the Last, the Visible and
the Invisible'.5 This I propose to do in the present lecture. Reconstruction,
pp-25-26
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Reconstruction, p.38
Reconstruction, p.38
But our present situation necessitates the dualism of thought and being. Every
act of human knowledge bifurcates what might on proper inquiry turn out to be a
unity into a self that knows and a confronting 'other' that is known. That is why
we are forced to regard the object that confronts the self as something existing in
its own right, external to and independent of the self whose act of knowledge
makes no difference to the object known. Reconstruction, p.26
I have conceived the Ultimate Reality as an Ego; and I must add now that from
the Ultimate Ego only egos proceed. The creative energy of the Ultimate Ego, in
whom deed and thought are identical, functions as ego-unities. The world, in all
its details, from the mechanical movement of what we call the atom of matter to
the free movement of thought in the human ego, is the self-revelation of the
'Great [ am'. Every atom of Divine energy, however low in the scale of existence,
is an ego. But there are degrees in the expression of egohood. Throughout the
entire gamut of being runs the gradually rising note of egohood until it reaches

its perfection in man. That is why the Qur'an declares the Ultimate Ego to be
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nearer to man than his own neck-vein. Reconstruction, p.57

The 'T think', which accompanies every thought is, according to Kant, a purely
formal condition of thought, and the transition from a purely formal condition of
thought to ontological substance is logically illegitimate. Reconstruction, p.80
Observation reveals experience to be particular acts of reference, and as such
they possess a specific being of their own. They constitute, as Laird acutely
remarks, 'a new world and not merely new features in an old world'.
Reconstruction, p.81

It may fairly be argued that in view of the more recent developments of science,
such as the nature of matter as 'bottled-up light waves', the idea of the universe
as an act of thought, finiteness of space and time and Heisenberg's principle of
indeterminacy in Nature, the case for a system of rational theology is not so bad
as Kant was led to think., Reconstruction, p.144

But the religious expert who seeks to discover his personal status in the
constitution of things cannot, in view of the final aim of his struggle, be satisfied
with what science may regard as a vital lie, a mere 'as-if' to regulate thought and
conduct. Reconstruction, p.146

Naoto Nagaosa, Quantum Field Theory in Condensed Matter Physics, Springer
Science & Business Media, 2013

lexei M. Tsvelik, Quantum Field Theory in Condensed Matter Physics,
Cambridge University Press, 2007

Henrik Bruus, Karsten Flensberg, Many-Body Quantum Theory in Condensed
Matter Physics: An Introduction, ?Rsted Laboratory Niels Bohr Institute Karsten
Flensberg, OUP Oxford, 2004.

Thus, wholly overshadowed by the results of his intellectual activity, the modern
man has ceased to live soulfully, i.e. from within. In the domain of thought he is
living in open conflict with himself; and in the domain of economic and political
life he is living in open conflict with others., Reconstruction, p.148
Disappointed of a purely religious method of spiritual renewal which alone
brings us into touch with the everlasting fountain of life and power by expanding
our thought and emotion, the modern Muslim fondly hopes to unlock fresh
sources of energy by narrowing down his thought and emotion. Reconstruction,
p-149

The whole religious literature of the world, including the records of specialists'
personal experiences, though perhaps expressed in the thought-forms of an

out-of-date psychology, is a standing testimony to it. Reconstruction, p.149
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If an outlook beyond physics is possible, we must courageously face the
possibility, even though it may disturb or tend to modify our normal ways of life
and thought. The interests of truth require that we must abandon our present
attitude. It does not matter in the least if the religious attitude is originally
determined by some kind of physiological disorder. Reconstruction, p.150
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Broadly speaking religious life may be divided into three periods. These may be
described as the periods of 'Faith', 'Thought', and 'Discovery'. Reconstruction,
p.143
The act of prayer as aiming at knowledge resembles reflection. Yet prayer at its
highest is much more than abstract reflection. Like reflection it too is a process
of assimilation, but the assimilative process in the case of prayer draws itself
closely together and thereby acquires a power unknown to pure thought. In
thought the mind observes and follows the working of Reality; in the act of
prayer it gives up its career as a seeker of slow-footed universality and rises
higher than thought to capture Reality itself with a view to become a conscious
participator in its life. There is nothing mystical about it. Prayer as a means of
spiritual illumination is a normal vital act by which the little island of our
personality suddenly discovers its situation in a larger whole of life.
Reconstruction, pp.71-72
And the history of the race shows that the attitude of the mind embodied in the
act of worship is a condition for such an experience. In fact, prayer must be
regarded as a necessary complement to the intellectual activity of the observer of
Nature. The scientific observation of Nature keeps us in close contact with the
behaviour of Reality, and thus sharpens our inner perception for a deeper vision
of it. Reconstruction, p.72
Yet it is surprising to see that the unity of human consciousness which
constitutes the centre of human personality never really became a point of
interest in the history of Muslim thought [ but it was subject of Muslim mystics],
Reconstruction, p.77

Mysticism has, no doubt, revealed fresh regions of the self by making a special
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study of this experience. Its literature is illuminating; yet its set phraseology
shaped by the thought-forms of a worn-out metaphysics has rather a deadening
effect on the modern mind. The quest after a nameless nothing, as disclosed in
Neo-Platonic mysticism - be it Christian or Muslim - cannot satisfy the modern
mind which, with its habits of concrete thinking, demands a concrete living
experience of God. Reconstruction, p.72
In fact the Ash'arite vaguely anticipated the modern notion of point-instant; but
they failed rightly to see the nature of the mutual relation between the point and
the instant. The instant is the more fundamental of the two; but the point is
inseparable from the instant as being a necessary mode of its manifestation. The
point is not a thing, it is only a sort of looking at the instant. Reconstruction,
p-57
We have seen before that space, time, and matter are interpretations which
thought puts on the free creative energy of God. They are not independent
realities existing per se, but only intellectual modes of apprehending the life of
God. Reconstruction, p.53
The final act is not an intellectual act, but a vital act which deepens the whole
being of the ego, and sharpens his will with the creative assurance that the world
is not something to be merely seen or known through concepts, but something to
be made and re-made by continuous action. Reconstruction, p.157
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Reconstruction, p.41
Reconstruction, p.44
Reconstruction, p.47
I have conceived the Ultimate Reality as an Ego; and I must add now that from
the Ultimate Ego only egos proceed. The creative energy of the Ultimate Ego, in
whom deed and thought are identical, functions as ego-unities. The world, in all
its details, from the mechanical movement of what we call the atom of matter to
the free movement of thought in the human ego, is the self-revelation of the
'Great  am'., Reconstruction, p.57
We cannot conceive this unity except as the unity of a self - an all-embracing
concrete self - the ultimate source of all individual life and thought.,
Reconstruction, p.44
The universe, as we have seen before, is not an 'other' existing per se in

opposition to God. It is only when we look at the act of creation as a specific
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event in the life-history of God that the universe appears as an independent
'other'. From the standpoint of the all-inclusive Ego there is no 'other'. In Him
thought and deed, the act of knowing and the act of creating, are identical.
Reconstruction, p.62

BaYazid of Bistam. One of the disciples very pointedly put the common-sense
view saying: 'There was a moment of time when God existed and nothing else
existed beside Him.' The saint's reply was equally pointed. 'It is just the same
now', said he, 'as it was then.' The world of matter, therefore, is not a stuff
co-eternal with God, operated upon by Him from a distance as it were. It is, in its
real nature, one continuous act which thought breaks up into a plurality of
mutually exclusive things. Reconstruction, p.53

It may be argued that the ego, whether finite or infinite, is inconceivable without
a confronting non-ego, and if there is nothing outside the Ultimate Ego, the
Ultimate Ego cannot be conceived as an ego. The answer to this argument is that
logical negations are of no use in forming a positive concept which must be
based on the character of Reality as revealed in experience. Our criticism of
experience reveals the Ultimate Reality to be a rationally directed life which, in
view of our experience of life, cannot be conceived except as an organic whole,
a something closely knit together and possessing a central point of reference.
Reconstruction, p.62

Since the creative activity of God is ceaseless the number of the atoms cannot be
finite. Fresh atoms are coming into being every moment, and the universe is
therefore constantly growing. As the Qur'an says: 'God adds to His creation what
He wills.' The essence of the atom is independent of its existence. This means
that existence is a quality imposed on the atom by God. Before receiving this
quality the atom lies dormant, as it were, in the creative energy of God, and its
existence means nothing more than Divine energy become visible. The atom in
its essence, therefore, has no magnitude; it has its position which does not
involve space. It is by their aggregation that atoms become extended and
generate space. Reconstruction, p.55

It was, however, al-Beruni who, in his approach to the modern mathematical
idea of function saw, from a purely scientific point of view, the insufficiency of
a static view of the universe. This again is a clear departure from the Greek
view. The function-idea introduces the element of time in our world-picture. It
turns the fixed into the variable, and sees the universe not as being but as

becoming. Spengler thinks that the mathematical idea of function is the symbol
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of the West of which 'no other culture gives even a hint'. In view of al-Baréna,
generalizing Newton's formula of interpolation from trigonometrical function to
any function whatever., Reconstruction, p.106

134- Again we have seen that each atom occupies a position which does not involve
space. That being so, what is the nature of motion which we cannot conceive

except as the atom's passage through space? Reconstruction, p.55
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