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ABSTRACT

In 1914, Allama Igbal wrote the poem "Kbitaab ba Nau-]awanan-e-
Isiam" in response to an invitation from the annual meeting of
the Old Boys Association of MAO College, Aligarh. This poem,
part of Bang-e-Dra, urges Muslim youth to compare their
current status with the achievements and grandeur of their
ancestors. This short poem encapsulates the past, present and
future of the Islamic world. Allama Igbal encourages Muslim
youth to learn from their glorious past, reflect on their current
decline and strive for a better future. The poem references key
historical symbols, such as the phrase "Woh Kia Gardoon Tha"
indicating the peak of Muslim civilization, which even non-
Muslim thinkers acknowledge. Allama Igbal calls upon today's
Muslim youth to recall that era and strive to reclaim it. The term
"Taj Sar-e-Dara" refers to the ancient Persian powers that
dominated the early Islamic era but were defeated by Muslims
through their faith, character, and knowledge, spreading Islam’s
message across the world. Allama Igbal’s philosophy places
significant emphasis on spiritual humility (Fakr), and his ideal
figures, the mard-e-momin (true believer) and mard-e-qalandar
(spiritual man), are embodiments of this quality. He reminds
Muslim youth that their ancestors achieved greatness through
adherence to divine commandments and the example of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), transforming the world’s
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superficial beauty into genuine moral values. Allama Igbal
expresses deep sorrow over the lost intellectual heritage of
Muslims, which today’s youth neither possess nor realize has
been appropriated by others. During his time in Europe, Igbal
observed firsthand how Western scholars benefited from the
scientific and intellectual contributions of Muslim civilization,
while the Muslim world and its youth remained oblivious to their
own rich legacy. This, Igbal laments, is a tragic irony of history.
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The coming of Islam six hundred years after Christ, was the new,
powerful impulse. It started as a local event, uncertain in its outcome;
but once Muhammad conquered Makkah in 630 AD, it took the
southern wotld by storm. In a hundred years, Islam conquered

Alexandria, established a fabulous city of learning in Baghdad and

thrust its frontier to the east beyond Isfahan in Persia. By 730 AD the
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Muslim Empire reached from Spain and Southern France to the
borders of China and India. An empire of spectacular strength and
grace while Europe lapsed into the Dark Age .... Muhammad had been
firm that Islam was not to be a religion of miracles, it became in
intellectual content a pattern of contemplation and analysis.0
KTEU st L LF0IE L §pui il i 5 LG = 2
d/ﬁ/:fdfﬁjdbyﬂa/l;qLé&uﬁ&;/‘m:m;.x;eu’ls»..{!
uﬁyq}?ig;?and}uuﬁj/@isuf}w:wh(%ﬂ;zkwJ’(/!
JIJGKJﬁ;H‘duﬂj‘;!/é{’cmg‘,uﬂ:l’/i!A:dﬂugl‘&néb&ikﬁaj
Eocre FELT e o F L3 mms S Usio G L
b F Ui o § it sl A\PRAVC) 452" sl O AP b Sk
.;/gug,uz/?@f'4?,¢_~,%1’“(Vugziv£u¢djgtw J/b“mm:’tb_‘fz;
/(UWJLH/JJT;,:VML}‘ic«/’_@l,//fc/:}.{/t‘ﬁgj"/";:! G{';‘:’:u’!
_Jw.?,tpjd/g,f’ugu de:./ﬂ/gu!;c;lefd/é/uﬁo//buf Lalf?
& St S & & U 2GS Ui o S
Its golden age lasted some three centuries, from the ninth to the
eleventh century, and it was only toward the end of that period (a little
eatlier in Spain) that the Latins became aware of the importance of
Arabic science. They were fully aware of course of the material power
of Islam, though it took two or three centuries of crusades to convince
them of their own military inferiority. A nun of Gandersheim (in the
duchy of Brunswick), HROSVITHA (X-2) spoke of CORDOVA the

ornament of the world.”
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The scientific tradition as it was poured from Arabic vessels into Latin
ones was often perverted. The new translators did not have the
advantage which the Arabic translators had enjoyed; the latter had
been able to see Greek culture in the perspective of a thousand years
or more; the Latin translators could not see the Arabic novelties from
a sufficient distance, and they could not always choose intelligently
between them. As to the Greek classics they came to them with a
double prestige, Greek and Arabic. It is as if the Greek treasures, of
which Latin scholars were now dimly conscious, were more valuable in
their Arabic form; they had certainly become more glamorous. The
translation of the Almagest made c. 1175 by Gerard of Cremona (XII-
2) from the Arabic, superseded a translation made directly from the

Greek in Sicily fifteen years earlier!®
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The attention and interest of the Moslem Arabs were drawn quite eatly
to those branches of learning motivated by the religious impulse. The
necessity of comprehending and explaining the Koran soon became
the basis of intensive theological as well as linguistic study.!”
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Arab interest in the curative science found expression in the prophetic
tradition that made science twofold: theology and medicine. The
physician was at the same time metaphysician, philosopher and sage
and the title Hakim was indifferently applied to him in all these
capacities. 8
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It is highly probable that but for the Arabs, modern European

civilisation would never arisen; it is certain that but for them character
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which has enabled it to transcend all previous phases of evolution. For
although there is not a single aspect of European growth in which the
decisive influence of Islamic cultutre is not traceable, nowhere is it so
clear and momentous as in the genesis of that power which constitutes
the paramount distinctive force of the modern world and the supreme
source of its victory, natural science and the scientific spirit. What we
call science arose in Europe as a result of a new spirit of enquiry, of
new methods of investigation, experiment, observation and
measurement of the development of mathematics in a form unknown
to the Greeks. That spirit and those methods were introduced into the
European world by the Arabs.!
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There is no doubt that the Islamic sciences exerted a great influence
on the rise of Buropean science; and in this Renaissance of knowledge
in the west there was no single influence, but diverse ones; the main
influence was of course, from Spain, then from Italy and Palestine
through the crusaders, who had mixed with Muslims and seen the

effect of sciences in Muslim culture.20
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The first paper-manufacturing plant in Islam was opened at Baghdad
in 794 by Al-Fadl, son of Harun's Vezier. The craft was brought by the
Arabs to Sicily and Spain, and there passed into Italy and France.?!
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This illustrates the absurdity of trying to appraise mediaeval thought
on the basis of Latin writings alone. For centuries the Latin scientific
books hatdly counted; they wetre out-of-date and outlandish. Arabic
was the international language of science to a degree which had never
been equalled by another language before (except Greek) and has
never been repeated since. It was the language not of one people, one

nation, one faith, but of many peoples, many nations, many faiths.?
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The best Arabic scientists were not satisfied with the Greek and Hindu
science which they inherited. They admired and respected the treasures
which had fallen into their hands, but they wete just as "modern" and
greedy as we are, and wanted more. They criticized EUCLID,
APOLLONIOS and ARCHIMEDES, discussed PTOLEMY, tried to
improve the astronomical tables and to get rid of the causes of error
lurking in the accepted theories. They facilitated the evolution of
algebra and trigonometry and prepared the way for the European
algebraists of the sixteenth century.??
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