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The world, for him (Igbal), consists of living-willing egos, who are
continuously and unceasingly struggling to rise to higher stages of life and

will. The universe is an ordered system of egos or individualities and the

continuation of individuality depends upon the strengthening of the ego
of self
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It is to be kept in mind that the problem of time has always attracted the

attention of philosophers and mystics. This is because according to the

Qur'an the alternation of day and night is one of the greatest signs of
God2
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Igbal takes a dictum of Imam Shafi's i Z34i(time is sword) and writing
under the title poem of sixty one couplets in Asrar-e-Khudi!
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Iqbal paid a visit to Bergson who was very pleased to see him:1?
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Following Bergson Igbal makes a distinction between pure time and serial
time, pure time for him is not unreal as Zeno and Plato... like Bergson he
holds that pure duration is identical with life and is an unceasing flow or a
continual change, as perpetual flux:!?
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Igbal's poetry and thought are so indebted to Bergson that one cannot
miss the Bergsonean note in his works. Leaving aside the influences and

impressions from Bergson, one might feel attracted to discover the raison

d'etre for the Bergsonean note in him. What seems to have appealed to

Igbal most is the poetic language that Bergson has used in all his works*
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