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The universe which seems to us to be a collection of things is not a

solid stuff occupying a void. It is not a thing but an act. !
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The cause of the phenomenal wotld, according to him, is not a real
entity hidden behind the sum of attributes, but it is a conception
furnished by the mind so that there may be no difficulty in
understanding the material world. Berkeley and Fichte will so far agree

with our author, but his view leads him to the most charateristically

Hegelian doctrine-identity of Thought and Being.”
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The mechanism which Descartes saw in matter and body alone,

Spinoza sees in God and mind as well. It is a world of determinism,

not of design.
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It may fairly be argued that in view of the more recent developments
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of science, such as the nature of matter as 'bottled-up light waves', the
idea of the universe as an act of thought, finitness of space and time
and Heisenberg's principle of indeterminancy in Nature, the case for a

system of rational theology is not so bad as Kant was led to think.*
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It is not a block universe, a finished product, immobile and incapable

of change. Deep in its inner being lies, perhaps, the dream of a new
. 5
birth.
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The discoveries of Newton in the sphere of matter and those of
Darwin in the sphere of Natural History reveal a mechanism. All
problems, it was believed, were really the problems of Physics. Energy

and atoms, with the properties self existing in them, could explain

everything including life, thought, will and feeling.®
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The world regarded as a process realizing a preordained goal is not a
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wortld of free, responsible moral agents; it is only a stage on which
puppets are made to move by a kind of pull from behind.
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Bergson, however, denies the teleological character of Reality on the
ground that teleology makes time unreal. According to him 'the
portals of the future must remain wide open to Reality' Otherwise, it

will not be free and creative.
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No doubt, if teleology means the working out of plan in view of a
predetermined end or goal, it does make time unreal. It reduces the
universe to a mere temporal reporduction of a pre-existing eternal
scheme or structure in which individual events have already found

their proper places, waiting, as it were, for their respective turns to

enter into the temporal sweep of history.
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Such is Nietzsche's Eternal Recurrence. It is only a more rigid kind of
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mechanism, based not on an ascertained fact but only on a working

hypothesis of science. |
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It is not a block universe, a finished product, immobile and incapable

of change. Deep in its inner being lies, perhaps, the dream of a new
. 12
birth.
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To exist in real time is not to be bound by the fetters of serial time but

to create it from moment to moment and to be absolutely free and

original in creation. In fact, all creative activity is free activity.16
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I venture to think that the error of Bergson consists in regarding pure

time as prior to self, to which alone pure duration is predicable.®
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A purely objective point of view is only partially helpful in our
understanding of the natue of time. The right course is a careful

psychological analysis of our conscious expeirnece which alone reveals

the natrue of tirne.19
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Looking, however, at the theory from the standpoint that I have taken
in these lectures, Einstein's Relativity presents one great difficulty, i.e.
the unreality of time. A theory which takes time to be a kind of fourth

dimension of space must, it seems, regard the future as something
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already given, as indubitably fixed as the past. Time as a free creative

movement has no meaning for the theory?"
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It seems that the method of dealing with Reality by means of concepts

Pt YU

is not at all a serious way of dealing with it. Sience does not care
whether its electron is a realentity or not. It may be a mere symbol, a

mere convention.
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