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Murad-I, the son of Orhan and grandson of Uthman- captured in 1361,
the great city of Adrianople (Edirne), which thereforth became the capital

of the Ottoman dominions in Europe, untill Constantinople fell before
Muhammad-11.!!

3‘L/:JU} KJ')‘L Lf(uguf.,«k:‘/&l@’)u’lLM Sukru Hanioglu

In the ensuing war, the Ottoman armies met with the most humiliating defeats
resulting lost of all European Turkey except three cities Scutari, Janina and
Edrine. Ottoman appeals for Great Power intervention. The great powers
focused on foreting a ceasefire and also held a conference to discuss the future
of Balkans. This whole procedure consistsed of two parts. In first Ottoman
and Balkan delegates met to discuss the future of European Turkey. At the
second the ambassadors of the Great Powers debated a general settlement on
the Balkans. All the while, Edirne, a city that had served as the capital of the
empire before the conquest of Constantinople, remained under siege. Besides
of all their efforts to relieve the siege of Edirne the city fell on March 20,
1913. Defying the warning of the Great Powers, the Ottoman army marched
on Edirne, recapturing the city on July 22.12
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Such are the views of the Grand Vizier of Turkey. You will see that following a
line of thought more in tune with the spirit of Islam, he reaches practically the
same conclusion as the Nationalist Party, that is to say, the freedom of Ijtihad
in a light of modern thought and experience.27
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11-  E.S. Creasy, History of the Ottoman Turks, S. M. Mir Publishers, Karachi, 1980, Vol.1, p.35.
12- M. Sukru Hanioglu, A Brief History of the Late Ottoman Empire, Princeton, University Press,

2008, pp. 171-173.
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27-  Allama Muhammad Iqbal, The Reconstruction of the Religions Thought in Islam, Oxford University

Press, 1934, p.67.
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38-  With this object he sent an embassy, which was instructed, after sounding the views of the
sublime porte, to repair to France to secure the co-operation, of that Government. But the
reception which his envoys met with at Constantinop|le], where Tipu's name had probably
never been heard of, so unfavourable that they returned in rage. (Bowing, Lewin B., Haider
Ali and Tipn Sultan, New Delhi, S. Chand & Co. 1969, p. 137).

39-  The war arose from the conflict of great powers in the Near East and was more direcly
caused by Russian demands to exercise protection over the orthodox subjects of the
Ottoman sultan and by a dispute between Russia and France over the privileges of Russian
Orthodox and Roman Catholic monks in the holy places in Palestine. Supported by Britian,
the Turks took a firm stand against the Russians, who occupied the Danubian principalities
on the Russo-Turkish border in July 1853... British and French fleets entered the Black Sea
on Jan. 3, 1854 to protect Turkish Transports. (The New Encyclopaedia Britanica,
Micropaedia, Vol. 11, 15th ed. London, Encyclopaedia Britanica Inc., William Benton

Publishers, 1943-1973, pp. 242-243)
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40-  The march across the Suez Desert, from the lake of St. Pilgrims, near Grand Cairo of Suez,
was performed in four days with the greatest ease, marching by night and encamping the
day. In June the ships proceeded to India...Thay made a very quick passage. (Frederick
Engles, "Transport of Troops to India" in the New York Tribune, Friday, August 13, 1858).
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