%
(Fd 3l 5 Bk

o2

This series of essays consists of expository and explanatory study of Igbal's lectures.
In this series, analysis of premises and ultimate consequences of concepts in Igbal's
lectures has been presented in light of Muslim thought. First essay of the series has
already been published in the last edition of Iqbaliyat magazine. In which expository
and explanatory analysis of the foreword of the lectures were presented. The
concepts presented in the lectures may not be new in Muslim thought, however their
style of expression is quite appealing for the modern mind. Further explanatory
annotations can be helpful in understanding these lectures. Some areas of the
lectures are relatively difficult while some are relatively easy. Along with calrifying
the difficult areas of Igbal's lectures, an effort has been made to further simplify the
easier areas so that Igbal's position may become clear to every reader. Furthermore,
a major objective of this series of essays, is to highlight the philosophical

importance of Igbal's thought.
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What is the character and general structure of the universe in which we live?
e AT SIS UG s U e

Is there a permanent element in the constitution of this universe?
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How are we related to it?

e Pl it
What place do we occupy in it, and what is the kind of conduct that befits the place

we occupy?
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It moves from individual to society.
In its attitude towards the Ultimate Reality it is opposed to the limitations of man;

it enlarges his claims and holds out the prospect of nothing less than a direct vision

of Reality.
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The spirit of philosophy is one of free inquiry.
It suspects all authority.
Its function is to trace the uncritical assumptions of human thought to their hiding

places, and in this pursuit it may finally end in denial or a frank admission of the

incapacity of pure reason to reach the Ultimate Reality
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By the intellectual test I mean critical interpretation, without any presuppositions of
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human experience, generally with a view to discover whether our interpretation
leads us ultimately to a reality of the same character as is revealed by religious

experience.
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Is it then possible to apply the purely rational method of philosophy to religion?
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Apart from this, religion on its doctrinal side, as defined by Professor Whitehead, is
"a system of general truths which have the effect of transforming character when

they are sincerely held and vividly apprehended.”
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Now, since the transformation and guidance of man's inner and outer life is the
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essential aim of religion, it is obvious that the general truths which it embodies

must not remain unsettled.
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Science may ignore a rational metaphysics; indeed, it has ignored it so far. Religion

can hardly afford to ignore the search for a reconciliation of the oppositions of

experience and a justification of the environment in which humanity finds itself.
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But to rationalize faith is not to admit the superiority of philosophy over religion.
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Philosophy, no doubt, has jurisdiction to judge religion, but what is to be judged is
of such a nature that it will not submit to the jurisdiction of philosophy except on its

own terms.
Seat$Utae w185 7 P Py i S G FIEE By
L Wbl PP AL il ST e
Ut I IC B i Ut S e s/ o2 Ul S
‘é/?!;/;,iuf‘aflpyfg_i
-gg//df?‘%l}’/u%gnbﬁ/&”cﬁﬁu'&;{g-f

Irr



,‘L}%:JQ@L’}}@/‘_&/}}% G- (552 — IR YU

Sl pidrzne S udBoFEr

$odeed el F A e Pl 1 5580 el F
L& Jorse S e imbetvr ot e § i Aol S S dn
g =fblE Kuzta tmf):,}jgfvﬁ/aguiﬁ(ﬂ{wfujéf. Y0P}
B

While sitting in judgement on religion, philosophy cannot give religion an inferior

place among its data.
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Religion is not a departmental affair; it is neither mere thought, nor mere

feeling, nor mere action; it is an expression of the whole man.
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Thus, in the evaluation of religion, philosophy must recognize the central position
of religion and has no other alternative but to admit it as something focal in the

process of reflective synthesis.
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Nor is there any reason to suppose that thought and intuition are essentially opposed

to each other. They spring up from the same root and complement each other.
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They spring up from the same root and complement each other. The one grasps
Reality piecemeal, the other grasps it in its wholeness. The one fixes its gaze on the

eternal, the other on the temporal aspect of Reality. The one is present enjoyment of
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the whole of Reality; the other aims at traversing the whole by slowly specifying
and closing up the various regions of the whole for exclusive observation. Both are
in need of each other for mutual rejuvenation. Both seek visions of the same Reality
which reveals itself to them in accordance with their function in life. In fact,

intuition, as Bergson rightly says, is only a higher kind of intellect
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