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In this essay discussion has been carried out on a symbolic character in Igbal's poetry.
This symbolic character is the Eagle ('Shaheen'). The essay states that Iqbal has
symbolized human greatness and virtue through the eagle. The choice of eagle from
among the birds for this purpose is not arbitrary. There are certain qualities in the eagle
that not only make it very unique among others but also grant it status of a dervish among
the bird family. Igbal did not choose the eagle due to its bloodletting but due to its self
reliance, self assurance, high ambition and high flight. The eagle always hunts for its own
to eat, and never feeds on prey that is left over by others. Igbal is the flag bearer of 'ego’,
propagates and promotes it, whereas personality of the eagle is an addendum of the
characteristics which strengthen and consolidate the ego. This is the reason that Igbal

chooses only this bird among other predator birds for his objective.
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I dont not hold that knowledge and wisdom worth a blade of grass.
That ailienates the Muslim warrior from sword and spear.

if you possess a drop of blood and handful of feathers.

Come and I shall teach you how to live the life of a falcon.
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